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of Eton boys in Comngsby has always been and is
to-day typical, there is a certain knightly character in
the fine bearing and intelligent countenances of the Head
Boys one comes across there which speaks well for their
intellectual activity The question is whether more
might not be done with the average boy

The function of the schools is no doubt to feed their
scholars on knowledge until they have created in them a
healthy appetite which they will go on satisfying for
themselves day by day throughout life We must give
up the farce of teaching young people how to learn,
which is just as felicitous a labour and just as necessary
as to teach a child the motions of eating without offering
him food, and studies which are pursued with a view
to improve the mind must in future take a back seat

The multitudinous things that every person wants to
know must be made accessible in the schoolroom, not by
diagrams, digests, and abstract principles, but boys and
girls, like ' Kit's little brother,' must leain ' what oysters
is ' by supping on oysters There is absolutely no avenue
to knowledge but knowledge itself, and the schools must
begin, not by qualifying the mind to deal with know-
ledge, but by affording all the best books containing all
the sorts of knowledge which these ' Twins,' like every-
one else, wanted to know We have to face two diffi-
culties We do not believe in children as intellectual
persons nor in knowledge as requisite and necessary for
intellectual life It is a pity that education is conducted
in camera save for the examination lists which shew
how the best pupils in a school have acquitted themselves,
the half-dozen or dozen best in a big school Finely
conscientious as teachers are they can hardly fail to give
undue importance to their group of candidates for
examination and a school of four or five hundred stands
or falls by a dozen head boys